
Letter # 31        August 2009 

 While we are traveling from church to church this summer sharing about ministry in Ukraine, 

our youth ministry students are actually DOING ministry in Ukraine. I occasionally receive emails 

from our graduates and current students about what is going on. On July 20th, I received this short 

email from Vasya Ostriy, who is our first certified Ukrainian youth ministry professor. He wrote, 

ñʇʨʠʚʝʪ! ʋ ʥʘʩ ʧʨʦʭʦʜʠʣ ʈʦʚʝʥʩʢʠʡ ʦʙʣʘʩʥʦʡ ʬʝʩʪʝʚʘʣʴ, ʤʳ ʩ ʉʘʰʝʡ ʄʫʣʷʨʦʤ 

ʧʨʝʧʦʜʘʚʘʣʠ ʩʝʤʝʥʘʨ ʠʟ 101 ʢʫʨʩʘ. ɹʳʣʦ ʦʢʦʣʘ 100 ʯʝʣʦʚʝʢ. ʉʣʘʚʘ ɹʦʛʫ. ɿʘʚʪʨʘ ʙʫʜʝʤ 

ʧʨʝʧʦʜʘʚʘʪʴ ʥʘ ɺʦʣʳʥʩʢʦʤ ʦʙʣʠʩʥʦʤ ʬʝʩʪʝʚʘʣʝ ʪʫ ʞʝ ʪʝʤʫ! ɹʣʘʛʦʩʣʦʚʝʥʠʡ.»  

 In case you donôt read Russian, he said, ñHello! We just had the Rivne regionôs youth ministry 

festival. Sasha Milyar and I taught a seminar based on our 101 course [YM 101: Biblical Principles 

of Youth Ministry]. We had nearly 100 people in attendance. Praise the Lord. Tomorrow we will 

teach the same course at the Volinsk regionôs youth ministry festival. Blessings to you.ò We are 

excited that those whom we have discipled are doing a great job of discipling other youth leaders!  

 Last May, I arranged for Vasya to meet with a few Dutch missionaries that I have become 

friends with over the years in Kiev. My Dutch friends know that we have had some good results in 

youth ministry training and asked me to recommend a Ukrainian trainer they could use. I recom-

mended Vasya. So at the end of August, Vasya will be leading a weekend conference for the youth 

leaders of their 30 churches. He will be affecting an entire denominationôs youth leaders -- even 

though it is a different denomination than his own!  

      This summer we have been sharing on the subject 

of ñGiving Away Leadershipò in the churches we 

have visited. Both of these stories are good examples 

of how this is happening. On the back page of this 

letter, we have listed a few financial ways that you 

can help to make this happen. Please stand with us as 

we train and support the first generation of Ukrainian 

Youth Ministry trainers. 

Ministry is growing in Ukraine while we are gone  from Mike 

Support Address:  Youth Ministry International 
  1300 Envoy Circle Suite 1306 
  Louisville, KY   40299 
  (Designate Manna support) 
Website:   www.youthdiscipler.com 

Mailing Address:  Mike & Judy Manna 
  17 Dragomanova, kb. 149 
  Kyiv  02068     UKRAINE 
Email:   kievmanna@yahoo.com (Mike) 
  judy.manna@yahoo.com (Judy) 

 Many of you have been praying for us in our 

journey to legally make Katya a Manna. It has been a 

long journey (4 years), but we see that God is bring-

ing things together. If you have been getting our 

emails, you know the struggles we have had over the 

past year. Katya was removed from our home last 

October for 16 days while we did everything we 

could to get approved as her guardians. Now that we are guardians, we are seeking to complete the 

adoption and make her a ñManna.ò It has taken us over 6 months to gather all the documents and 

get all the approvals needed on the American side. We just sent the final document to Kiev last 

week by Federal Express. Now on August 6th, our Ukrainian lawyers will submit our complete 

dossier to the National Child Department in Kiev. If everything goes well, we hope to have Katya 

adopted by the end of the year. If you read this letter in time, please pray for this important date and 

that everything will go smoothly in the days ahead. To get current updates, please sign up for 

emails by visiting our website at www.youthdiscipler.com or email us at kievmanna@yahoo.com.  

 

Join our new  

Facebook group! 

If you use Facebook, 

search for the group called 

ñManna Family in 

Ukraineò and click to join. 

Adoption Update with Katya  

Manna Messenger 
Mike & Judy Manna, Eurasia Director, Youth Ministry International  

Upcoming Schedule: 

 

Meetings at International 

Center for Youth Ministry  

 

August 24-26 

Southern Baptist  

Theological Seminary,  

Louisville, KY 

 

Final Church Service 

 

August 30 

Christian Life Center 

Belle Fourche, SD 

8:00 and 10:30 am - Video 

plus Mike and Judyôs talks  

9:30 am - Sunday School in 

which Luke and Katya 

speak 

 

Manna Family Returns  

to Ukraine 

 

September 1 

From Rapid City, SD  

 

Our First Youth Ministry 

course completely taught 

by a qualified Ukrainian 

 

September 21 - October 1 

YM 202: YM Programming 

Vasya Ostriy, teacher 

Our family together at the Weiss family reunion 



Support Natasha Bochko 
 

Natasha is Mikeôs translator and assistant for the National Center of Youth Ministry at Kiev Theological Semi-

nary. Natasha creates the Power Points for each class, translates all of Mikeôs lectures, and helps him grade the 

assignments for over 50 students. Natasha is an invaluable part of our ministry. She has been married for 3 

years to Sergey Bochko, who is the pastor of Open Hearts Church in Kiev where the Mannaôs attend.  

 

Salary Need: $200/week 

Youth Ministry Leadership Training In Ukraine Needs a Boost! 

Back Page Manna Messenger 

Three ways YOU can help to equip Ukrainian youth ministers 

 

Print Russian Youth Ministry Books 
 

Over the past 6 years, Mike and his assistants have translated and copied selections from books for the stu-

dents to read in their courses, but we have not had the money needed to actually print the books.  These 

books include: Understanding Todayôs Youth Culture by Walt Mueller, The Lost Art of Disciple-Making by 

Leroy Eims, and Teaching that Makes a Difference by Dan Lambert. Mike would like to provide free copies 

of these books to his students as well as for the new satellite youth ministry schools.  

 

Printing Costs: $1,000 for 200 copies of each book 

Support a Ukrainian Youth Ministry Teacher  
 

The Center for Youth Ministry  now has 12 graduates with Bachelors degrees who can 

teach the youth ministry courses in Kiev as well as in other Bible colleges. Each class is 

taught over a two week period, and these young men must give up their normal wages in 

order to teach. They also have transportation costs. Mike needs to help by giving honorari-

ums that will enable his graduates to teach without hurting their families financially.   

 

Travel/Living Expenses for teacher: $200 per 2-week course 

I want to help with ministry in Ukraine. Please use the enclosed donation to:  

 

 ________  Support Natasha Bochko, our ministryôs Administrative Assistant / Translator 

 ________  Print Russian Youth Ministry Books 

 ________  Support a Ukrainian Youth Ministry teacher 

 ________  Mike and Judy Mannaôs personal support 

 

Name ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please enclose this slip and mail to: Youth Ministry International, 1300 Envoy Circle, Suite 1306, Louisville, KY 40299. Thank you.  


