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Our Schedule

June 2

Ordination &
Commissioning Service
1:30 pm at Christian Life
Center, Belle Fourche, SD

June 4
Leave for Kiev, Ukraine

June 27-28

Center for Youth Ministry
Meetings in Kiev

YMI Leadership meets with
seminary staff and pastors
about new youth ministry
major

June 29 — July 12

YMI College Missions Trip to
Ukraine and Slovakia

First cross-cultural trip for
Ukrainian students

. Manna Messenger

Mike & Judy Manna, Youth Ministry Trainers
Eastern Europe Director, Youth Ministry International

U.S. Mailing Address: 2909 Vanocker Rd., Sturgis, SD 57785
Support address: YMI, Box 80-885, 2825 Lexington Rd., Louisville, KY 40280

Email: manna@youthdiscipler.com

Samantha, our 8-year old daughter, shows her cousin,
Drew McClain, where we will live on aworld map.

Thisisour last newdetter
which will be printed in
color!

BUT, you can
http:ﬂi still see our

future newsl et-

tersin color
by going to our website at
www.youthdi scipler.com.
Click on the Newdletters
Section to see and print any
Manna Messenger. Thisal-
lows us to save money on
our mailings.

Thank you for sending us

from Mike

After one year of training and deputation, the
day has come to see our dream fulfilled. We
realize that thisisjust the beginning, yet it is
also the end of a chapter of our lives. On June
4th, we fly out of Rapid City’s airport with the
support of over 100 families. Some are send-
ing us with their prayers, and others with their

Saying Good-bye

from Judy

This picture truly emanates how we are feeling
at thismoment in our lives. The time we have
waited so long for is at hand. We are moving
across that ocean! The past is behind, the fu-
tureis dawning. It isalittle intimidating, but
the Lord hasled so clearly that all we have to
doisfollow. We state our feelings thisway,
“We are excited to go. We just don’t want to
leave.” It is hard to say goodbye. Thankfully
there will be many happy “hello’s’ to follow
all these hard good-byes. How blessed we are

Website: www.youthdiscipler.com

finances. Some are ranchers raising cows for
our support and others have pledged cash.
Seven churches are giving to us on aregular
basis from their missions fund and other
churches are sending periodical gifts. We do
not feel aonein thisventure.

God has made it very evident that thisisthe
direction He wants usto go in our lives. Doors
have opened for us many times. We have kept
alist of God'sleading during thistime, so
when we face hard times ahead — we can go
back and REMEMBER how God hasled us,
and that we arein His will.

“Remember this! He led his people out singing
for joy; his chosen people marched, singing
their hearts out! He made them a gift of the
country they entered, ... So they could do eve-
rything he told them—could follow hisinstruc-
tionsto the letter.” (Psalm 105:43, The Mes-

sage)

Our family looking across the Atlantic Ocean toward our
new home in Ukraine (taken at sunrise in Charleston,

in our friendships! We can be thankful that it's
hard to say goodbye.

Continued on next page
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Apartmentsin Kiev
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Mike and a staff member in front
of the missionary kids' school our
children will attend

Manna Messenger

What Happens When We Arrive? from Mike

Aswe arrive in Kiev, we have many tasks
ahead of us. The first priority for meisto get
my family settled and comfortable — at least as
much as possible. Kiev isacity of 3+ million
people with many housing options. Our col-
leagues are looking for temporary housing so
we can be involved in choosing our own apart-
ment. We want to locate ourselves near the
kids' missionary school so that they do not
have to travel far each day. We would also like
to find a place near a Metro station (subway)
so that people can easily get to us. Please pray
with us that we can find just the right place
within the first month.

The next priority will be purchasing furniture
and appliances, and trying to make our apart-
ment our “home.” We are bringing over 1 suit-
case full of our own decorationsto help in this
process. Obviously, we will have to rely heav-
ily on our Ukrainian friends to help us through
the language barrier in making these pur-
chases.

During thistime, | will be trying to make ap-
pointments with seminary leaders for our YMI
leadership coming to Ukraine at the end of
June. We will be presenting our plan to assist
the Ukrainian church for the first long term

Saying Good-hye - continued

There was a particular time on deputation that
| broke down over the grief of having to leave
our family and friends here to go to Ukraine.
We were staying with Daniel Paul, and his
parents were there. When we were driving
away, my heart hurt so badly that | cried for
miles. It stuck me that these dear friends were
part of my childhood. They were important
people in my life and influenced who | would
become. But now our times together are rare!

| began to think about so many different peo-
ple who have been part of our lives. We grow
to love them. We share our hearts with each
other. We devel op strong bonds of friend-
ship...but only for atime. That’s hard! |
poured my feelings out to the Lord. His sooth-
ing “voice” eased my tears, “Judy, think about
it. If you were not going to Ukraine, you

training program for youth pastorsin the coun-
try. Thiswill be similar to what a youth minis-
try major would receive at a Bible college here
in the states with the added dimension of su-
pervised mentorship. This program is one of

Y outh Ministry International’ s distinctives.

We will be registering our kidsin the mission-
ary kids' school upon arrival, too. The school
is administered by Campus Crusade and has
over 100 studentsin grades K-12. The kids
will also be able to use the school library dur-
ing the summer. English books. Y eah! Judy
and | will be registering at the language school
run by Send International, but we don’t antici-
pate beginning classes until August. We hope
to hire language helpers during the summer
months.

| will also help set up YMI'sofficein Kiev this
summer. We have a Ukrainian director,
Genaddy L utsenko, and a secretary. | am cur-
rently the Eastern Europe Director for YMI.

Please pray for us through al these transitions,
and pray that we are sensitive to God’ s leading
as we make plans for the future.

wouldn’t be spending this time with old
friends. Y ou would be busy with your lifein
Belle Fourche, probably not making the effort
to visit people like Danidl. Think of al there-
lationships you have enjoyed during deputa-
tion!”

The pain of my heart turned to peace and
thankfulness. How truly blessed we are to have
been called to be missionaries who had to raise
their own financial support! We got to spend
time with so many and see you form our send-
ing team! And we'll get to seeyou again! | like
how | heard my son, Luke, state it to one of his
friends, “We'll be back every other summer.”
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